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BIOGRAPHIC INFORMLTION ON ELST GERMLN ENGINEERS
KiRL NEUBERT AND LLFRED ZAYPE

/Following is the translation of articles by
W. Rueger and H, Weise in Vermcssungstechnik
(Measuring Technology), No 6, Berliin, Junec
1960, pages 179, 180]

Enginecer Karl Necubert

Professor Dr. Karl Neubert, Engzineer Emeritus of the
People, dircctor of the Institute for Mine Surveyilng, pro-
fessor of mining at the Mining ficacdemy of Frciberg, is
heving his 60th birthdey on 14 Junc, 1960. The science of
mining and geodesy cxtends to him its heartiest congratu-~
lations.

By chrosing mining as his profession professor
Neubert has followed an old family tradition, for his
father and gran/'father were also in tho mining business.
He studicd under hard cconomlc conditions immcdiately
after World War I and hatd to work in order to pay for his
studies. By having his goal clearly in mind, he took his
mine surveyor's exemlnation in 1923 and the diplome exami-
nation of a mining engincer in 1924, His basic principle
has always becn that a good mincr necds cxtensive and

well rcounded knowledge. Thils principle he is applylng to
the education of his students, for which they will always
be thankful to him.

After a short period of activity at the Lignite
Rescarch Institute in Preibery, oand® having becn mining
inspector for three months in the lirnitc mine on the left
bank of the Rhine, Professor Neubecrt was appointed plan-
ning and projection engincer of the latter. In 1927 he
went to the Dutch East Indies to take over the responsible
position of o chief mine surveyor at the Billiton Zinc
Mining Lssoclation, at first in Tadjong~-Pandan and latcr
in Klappa-Kampit. Shortly beforc the stort of World
War II, he returned to Germany and had to stend a proba-
tion period in order to obtain a mine surveyor'!s license.

-]




-

Thereafter he was the assistant to Prof Dr. Lehmann in
Essen for quite a few years, during which time he got
closcly acquainted with the problems of coal mining,
mountain mechanics and rock defocts,.

In 1942 he presonted his master'!s dissertation ab
the Mining Lcademy in Frcibery on tho subjocet "Nomo::raphic
diagrams as an auxiliary means for the calculations of
mine surveyors and miners”, and in 1943 his doctorts dis-
sertation (2t the samec Academy) oh the subject "Disas-
sembly formation in the safety pillar of the switchyard
Osterfeld-Sud and of sleuce III of the Rhine-Herne passage
for the obbtainment of & possible steady lowering'.

In 1943 he was a teacher at the School for lMining
Engineers in Zwickau, and later grour surveyor of the
wickau coal district. At the Zwickau School for lMining
Engineers he organized for the first time the cducation
of surveying inspcectors. This type of educatlon was
previously available only in Bochum anc Preiskrctscham,
but not in Central Gormany. Prof Ncubert taught at the
7wickau School until 1949,

The Mining Lcademy of Freiberg gave him an cduca-
tional assiznment and onc yoar leter appointed him Profcs=-
sor of Mining at the icademy. He olso was eppointed
director of the Mining Institute. He was elected Dean of
Mining and Metallurgy of the Mining Lcademy for two terms
(1951 to 1953 and 1953 to 1955),

To the young gencration of futurc mining engineers
at the Mining Academy he is now giving of his vast »racti-
cal experience as a mine surveyor and miner in the various
hbranches of mining.

He gives to his students not only his great profes-
sional knowledze, but also influcnces them and takes part
in the personal development of everyonc during the yoors
of their studics.

The outside student rcccives support from his cduca=
tional lstters on the subjccts: minc survey, gcodesy,
studies in planning an? trecing, specicl studies in mine
survey, and surveying and gcodcotic instruments. Up to the
prescnt, Prof Neubert has issucd nllto;ether 18 of these
educational letters.

The Technical Collcge in Drosden assigned him to
give a lecturc on the subjcct "Introduction to minc survey"
for peodetists, For the first time since 1953 this gives
the students of geodesy a valuable supplement to thelr studics
on peculiarities of surveyins measurcments ant trecinge

In addition to his teaching activities, Prof Neu-
bert is also coing in his institute successful rcsearch
work in the ficlds of mine surveying planning and tracing,
rock defects an’ surveying instruments. 411 this work
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serves the further sclentific, technical and cconomic
deveclopment of surface and underground mining surveying.
The rcsults of his rescarch work have not only besn pub-
lished in numerous issues of the Research Magazine of

the Freiberg Mining Lcademy, Mine Survey Technigques and
other periodienls, but have also founc dircct practical
application, for which professionnl judgoment is always
very valunble. His authoritative influcnce has also done
very much for thc optical and predision mechanies industry
in the line of development of surveylny instrumcnts and
devices.

The scientific scctions of mining and gcodesy
appreciate very much his coopecration an? advice, which he
never rcfuses them. Of the numerous committees and scilenti-
fic scetions in which Prof Neubert is a collaborator and in
some cases the chairman, only somec will be mentloned here:
The Central Work-Circle for Rescerch and Technology and its
working groups, the Mining Tradc Norm Committec, the Opti-
cal and Prccision Mcchanics Norm Committee, the Research
Froup for Mountain Mechanics at the Research Council of
Fast Germany, the Mining Scection of the German [Lcademy of
Science in Berlin, thc Test Committec for the admittance of
mine surveyors, the Editorial Committcc of the periodical
Surveying Techniques.

The multiple cctivitics of Prof Neubert in the
development of minc surveying for the bencfit of the entire
mining industry and for our cconomy, have found recogni-
tion in the high title of Englneer Emcritus of the Pcople,
bestowed upon him in 1953 for his successful work (from
1945 t111 1951) as mine group surveyor of the Zwickau coal
mine.

May his tircless crcative work as a scientist and
educator be always successful and contribute to the
development of new idecas in the fields of mine surveying,
mountein mechanics and in the study of rock defects for
the good and prosperity of our mining and our economye.

Engincer Alfrod Zeppe

On 8 June 1960 our colles;uc nlfred Zarpe will he
50 years old. We congratulate him cordially on his hirth-
day and wish him good health and continued professional
SUCCeSS,

Llfred Zappe studied from 1930 till 1934 at the
Technical College in Drecsden under Frof Werkmeister, and
wes later his assistoant. He obtained extensive practi-
cal knowlcdge during land surveying work in Saxony. He
also took a substantial part in thc torographicael mapping
of Saxony in the scale of 1:25,000 and 1:5000, and in first
stage levclling works,




Lfter the collapsc of our country he participated
in its rcconstruction anrd rcorgenization by doing surveying
work in connection with thc land reforms For scveral years
he was the head of the Trigonomctric Department of the
Land Surveying O0fficc of Sexony. His contributions led
to the cstablishment of the first stege clevation system
in East Germany. He strenuvously supportcd the populari-
zation of thc Theory of Normal Elcvation. Since 1953
he has been scientific hecad of a department in the Lidmini-
stration of Surveying and Cartograrhy. Eaginecr Zappe
did special service in the organizaticn of the FL (ahbrevia-
tion not explained in source) Surveyving Service of the KDT
(Chamber of Technology), of which he was chalrman from
1953 till 1960. LAt the Second Congress of the KDT, he
was awarded a Honorary Diploma, and in October 1959, a
silver pin. On the 10th anniversary of the GDR, the
Government prescnted to him o Medal of Merit for having
taken an important part in the restoration of the founda-
tions of geodesy in our republic.
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